IMPORTANT DISCLAIMER
This document has been obtained from DAFWA's research library website (researchlibrary.agric.wa.gov.au) which hosts DAFWA's archival research publications. Although reasonable care was taken to make the information in the document accurate at the time it was first published, DAFWA does not make any representations or warranties about its accuracy, reliability, currency, completeness or suitability for any particular purpose. It may be out of date, inaccurate or misleading or conflict with current laws, polices or practices. DAFWA has not reviewed or revised the information before making the document available from its research library website. Before using the information, you should carefully evaluate its accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance for your purposes. We recommend you also search for more recent information on DAFWA's research library website, DAFWA's main website (https://www.agric.wa.gov.au) and other appropriate websites and sources.
Information in, or referred to in, documents on DAFWA's research library website is not tailored to the circumstances of individual farms, people or businesses, and does not constitute legal, business, scientific, agricultural or farm management advice. We recommend before making any significant decisions, you obtain advice from appropriate professionals who have taken into account your individual circumstances and objectives.
The Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Agriculture and Food and the State of Western Australia and their employees and agents (collectively and individually referred to below as DAFWA) accept no liability whatsoever, by reason of negligence or otherwise, arising from any use or release of information in, or referred to in, this document, or any error, inaccuracy or omission in the information.
PUBLICATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
WITH the Journal of Agriculture no longer produced as a practical monthly farming magazine, some farmers may feel they have been deprived of valuable reference material. This is not so. The Department of Agriculture Bulletin series, properly used, has always been a more convenient reference source than the Journal.
The Bulletins, issued free to farmers in Western Australia, comprise a comprehensive reference library.
As reference material, their main advantage over the Journal is that they can be filed under a simple subject index system. Two-ring binders, file boxes, flat files or simple folders are suitable for storing the Bulletins. Other material such as commercal leaflets, pages from farming magazines, field day notes, letters of advice and so on can be stored for easy retrieval in the same system. The key word subject headings used in the list of publications have proved suitable for a simple, practical subject index; this can be refined for those who want a better system. Either way, it is much simpler to refer to a subject index system of this type than to leaf through two years' back issues of the Journal of Agriculture looking for an article noticed "a few weeks ago", which turns out to have been printed in a different publication back in 1967. Now that we no longer have a monthly Journal to produce we plan to concentrate on improving the Bulletin series so that all important subjects are adequately covered in simple leaflet form. More comprehensive cover will be given in larger booklets or handbooks such as the new Soil and Water Conservation Handbooks.
Greater emphasis will be given to easy filing and reference in new Bulletins, which will be specifically designed for the best possible treatment of each subject, rather than reprinted from Journal articles.
The main drawback of our greater reliance on the Bulletin series will be, for some farmers, that the onus will be on the farmer to collect or write for the Bulletins he wants from his district office (or head office, South Perth) and will need to keep himself familiar with what is available. However, current lists and stocks of the Bulletins will be kept in all Department of Agriculture district offices and will be readily available to farmers. Production of new Bulletins will also be publicised. 
